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Thanks for 
the Memories ... 

Fall is upon us, and the 1996 Local Club Tour 
is just a memory. But what a memory! 

The Club took to the road in May, visiting 
cities in 16 states and reaching over 130 local 
clubs during the course of three months. 

The tour was designed to bring area clubs 
together to share information. The creative ways 
clubs found to display their club materials, the fun 
and surprising ways that new club names were 
announced, and the heartwarming community ser-
vice projects so many clubs shared, all added up to 
an unforgettable experience. 

Thanks to all of you who participated. We 
appreciate your enthusiasum! 

Be sure to look for a complete Local Club 
Tour article corning in the November issue of the 
Collector's Courier. 

Local Club Trivia 
You might want to use these trivia questions at 

your next club meeting. The questions all have to 
do with local clubs; and the answers are based on 
current information available at press time: 

1. Which state has the most Hallmark 
local clubs? 

2. Name the states that have no local clubs. 
(There are five.) 

3. Name the first Canadian local club. 

The answers are provided on the reverse side of 
this newsletter. 

September Special 
Issue Ornaments 

It's that time of year again-time for going 
back to school, back to college and, of course, 
back to Monday Night Football! 

Sports and fall just seem to go together, so 
what better time to debut the sports-related 
Special Issue Keepsake Ornaments available 
beginning this month. 

For the football fan, the NFL Collection 
offers something for everyone with 30 NFL team 
ornaments available (see p. 53 of your 1996 
Dream Book for the complete list). 

Keepsake Ornament Studio Artist Duane 
Unruh, a former high school athletic coach for 24 
years, was a natural choice for sculpting the NFL 
Collection (seep. 20 of the 1996 Dream Book). 

"When I was growing up, my whole life cen-
tered around sports," he says. "My father was a 
college and high school coach for 40 years, and I 
followed in his footsteps," Duane says. 

Although baseball is not a fall sport, it is a 
sport that's near and dear to the heart of Keepsake 
Ornament Studio Artist Dill Rhodus, creator of 
the new At the Ballpark series. 

"Back in the 1920s, my father played in the 
minor leagues for what was then the Philadelphia 
A's organization," he says. "Like him, I've always 
had a great passion for baseball." 

Dill's "Nolan Ryan" ornament, the first in the 
At the Ballpark series, as well as his "Troy 
Aikman," the second in the Football Legends 
series, are both available in September. 

And, just so the basketball fans don't feel left 
out, "Larry Bird," the second in the Hoops Stars 
series, also debuts this month. 
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Now, There's an Idea! 

If you 're like us, you love hearing about the 
fun activities local clubs enjoy. 

The Hooked on Ornaments Collector 's Club in 
Massachusetts recently had a clever contest at one 
of their club meetings for ideas on how to display 
ornaments that don' t have a Christmas theme. 

The contest winner hand quilted a country 
farmyard scene onto the front of a sweatshirt and 
placed the 1993 Keepsake Miniature Ornament set 
of gardening mice, "Tiny Green Thumbs," into the 
charming design. 

Other great ideas included a baby's quilt with 
spaces to hang Baby's First Christmas ornaments 
and the Child Age Series-a great present for the 
parents-to-be! A heart-shaped, lace-covered frame 
for the 1995 "Solo in the Spotlight" BARBIE™ 
Series ornament, a STAR TREK® wreath with 
star garland and silver foil ribbon, and a fish-bowl 
display (without water! ) for Frosty Friends were 
just a few of the other contest entries. 

Newsletter Name Contest 
The deadline is fast approaching for our 

Newsletter Name Contest. Here's what your club 
needs to do to qualify to win a visit from a 
Keepsake Ornament National Club. representative: 

• Each local club can submit one name idea. 
You might want to discuss your ideas at 
your September local club meeting. 

• Please send your club's entry to the 
newsletter address (shown below, right) by 
October 1, 1996. 

• Be sure to include a contact name, daytime 
phone number, your local club name and 
your sponsoring Hallmark retailer. 

Hope to hear from you soon! 

Local Club Trivia Answers (from page 1) 
I. Michigan (25 local clubs) 
2. Wyoming, Delaware, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, 

Vermont 
3. The Eager Beavers Collector 's Club of Calgary, 

Alberta. 

Notes to Notice ... 
Mary Had a Little Lamb 

Some collectors have asked why Mary's face 
on the inside of the 1996 "Mary Had a Little 
Lamb" ornament (4th in the Mother Goose series) 
is not painted. This was an intentional design deci-
sion by Hallmark, not an error. Because the face is 
so small, it would be virtually impossible to accu-
rately paint facial details . So, the decision was 
made to leave it unpainted. The face on the cover 
of the ornament, however, is painted (seep. 14 of 
the 1996 Dream Book). 

Holiday Decorating Tip 
As your holiday decorating plans begin to take 

shape, don' t forget to use standard or super bright 
miniature light strings with 35, 50, 70 or 100 
lights with your Keepsake Magic Ornaments. 

The miniature 15-light string sold in Hallmark 
stores is for use on a miniature tree and, as the 
packaging states, is not for use with Keepsake 
Magic Ornaments. 

Ordering Club Editions 
What do you do if you've ordered one of your 

1996 Club Edition ornaments but no longer have 
your form to order the other two? Just ask your 
Hallmark retailer to help you or call the Club at 
(816) 274-4000 to request a new form. 

Send Us Your News! 
Send any updates, new ideas, questions and 

your club's newsletter name entry to the address 
below. Remember to include your contact name, 
address and phone number in all correspondence. 

Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Collector's Club 
LOCAL CLUB NEWSLETTER 
2525 Gillham Road, MD #166 
Kansas City, MO 64108 

Local clubs are welcome to reproduce all articles in 
this newsletter with credit to the Hallmark Keepsake 
Ornament Collector's Club. 
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