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The Holiday Season Begins! 
 

Of course we love to celebrate Christmas in July (a.k.a. 

Ornament Premiere), but Ornament Debut is just as 

exciting for us as it signals the beginning of the holiday 

season. As the weather starts to cool in Kansas City 

and the sweaters come out, we too get excited about the 

new ornaments we’ve collected at Ornament Debut. 

Anxiously awaiting the day we can hang them on our 

trees. (Look below to see if your favorite new ornament 

made the Debut Top Ten list!) 
 

But wait…the Keepsake fun isn’t over for the year. 

December 7
th
-9

th
, Keepsakes will host its first Gift of 

Memories Weekend. With new ornament releases from 

your favorite artists – Don Palmiter, Tracy Larson, Deb 

Murray, and more – you’re sure to find something for 

everyone on your shopping list. We’ll be sharing more 

information about the weekend on-line at 

Hallmark.com. Be sure to check it out.  

 

Your Top Ten favorite ornaments from Keepsake 

Ornament Debut! 
 

10: Walter Payton 
 

9: Lady Painted Bunting 
 

8: Imperial Stormtrooper™, LEGO® Star Wars™ 
 

7: North Pole Countdown 
 

6: 4449 Daylight Steam Locomotive, Lionel® Trains 
 

5: Heavenly Harmony, Mary’s Angels 25
th
 

Anniversary Tabletop 
 

4: Deck the House!  
 

3: Darth Vader Peekbuster Star Wars™ 
 

2: Two Turtle Doves, 2
nd

 in the Twelve Days of 

Christmas series 
 

1: Celebration Barbie™ Ornament, 13
th
 and Final in 

the ornament series 

 

 

 

In the Spirit of Giving… 
 

We had such a wonderful time at the Artist Signing 

Events this year, enjoying your smiles, laughter and 

heart-warming stories.  
 

At the events, some of our Keepsake Artists brought 

Sneak Peeks from 2013’s collection to share. One of 

those ornaments, a vintage kitchenette by Valerie 

Shanks titled, A Kitchenette for Christmas, drew 

many oohs and aahs. So many in fact, we began 

asking more questions, learning some really fun 

stuff along the way. So in this edition, we’re sharing 

some exclusive information on this ornament.  
 

When originally asked to create a nostalgic 

kitchenette, Valerie first envisioned the sharp, metal, 

boxy appliances that comprised her childhood 

kitchen. Toys, she said, that were not very appealing 

to her. 
 

Instantly she decided to peruse various styles of real 

and toy kitchenettes for inspiration. Throughout this 

process, Valerie found herself attracted to the 

rounded lines of older appliances stating, “I got a 

warm fuzzy feeling when I looked at them.” 
 

As a self-proclaimed child who “loves toys” and 

“buys things that are fun looking,” Valerie knew this 

was her chance to create the toy kitchen she dreamed 

about as a child. 
 

In addition to the softer lines, having some doors 

that open, using the color pink and incorporating 

play food into the design become instrumental in the 

story of this ornament. It was important to Valerie 

that the cake in the oven, not be in a pan, but rather a 

slice of cake on a plate. After all, “I have 

grandchildren and this is completely believable on 

what they would do, I have seen it firsthand,” she 

said.  
 

The finishing touches on this ornament, like in many 

kitchens, are the accessories. Plates on a shelf 

adorned with cherries, gingham checked curtains 

and a back splash that remind you of Grandma’s 

place, bringing warmth to your heart and a smile to 

your face. 
 



For Valerie, this ornament was a true labor of love. Not 

only due to her fond childhood memories, but because of 

all the memories she’s created playing pretend with her 

daughters and now, her granddaughters. Valerie hopes it 

creates as much joy for others as it did for her during the 

creation process. 
 

A Kitchenette for Christmas 

 By Valerie Shanks 

 
 

Holiday Time = Baking Time 
 

Baking shouldn’t only be pretend. So, to help you get started 

with your holiday planning, Valerie wanted to share this 

great recipe with you. This recipe was introduced to Valerie 

by her good friend, Diana. It’s a recipe they and their 

families have enjoyed – she hopes you will too. 
 

Chocolate Chip Pie 
 

Set oven to 325 degrees. 
 

Ingredients: 

2 eggs 

½ cup of all-purpose flour 

½ cup sugar 

½ cup firmly packed brown sugar 

1 cup butter, melted and cooled to room temperature 

1-6 oz pck (1 cup) of Semi-Sweet Chocolate Morsels 

1-9 inch unbaked pie shell 

Whipped Cream or ice cream, optional 

1 cup chopped walnuts or pecans 
 

Instructions: 

- In a large bowl-beat eggs until foamy. 

- Add flour, sugar and brown sugar. Beat until well blended. 

- Pour mixture into pie shell. 

- Bake at 325 for 1 hour 

- Serve warm with whipped cream or ice cream. 

As a time-saver, the recipe may be doubled. Simply bake 

two 9 inch pies, and freeze one for later use.  

 

Oh, What a Wonderful Year! 
 

We wanted to take a moment to say thank you for all you 

did to make the past year and the last 25
th
 years of the 

Keepsake Ornament Club so memorable. The signing 

events were such a great way to celebrate 25 Years and all 

the fun happening in Keepsakes right now. We hope 

you’ve enjoyed our years together and are as excited 

about the future as we are.  

Although, this celebration is ending, we’ll begin 

celebrating another anniversary soon –  

Keepsake Ornaments 40
th

 Anniversary!  
 

Yes it is true, 2013 is the 40
th
 year of Hallmark 

Keepsake Ornaments. From yarn ornaments to 

magical skus that bring your tree to life, our 

ornaments have come a long way. But nothing has 

been more meaningful to us than creating ornaments 

that celebrate you, your family and all your 

cherished memories. 
 

We have so much coming for you in 2013, so make 

sure and stay tuned! As we look forward to 

celebrating with you.  
 

 

Requesting Local Club Pictures! 
 

We are planning something special for the Hangin’ 

With Your Buddies, 2013 KOC Event and would 

love to collect a photo of the buddies in your Local 

Club. Although, we’ll collect images until May 1, 

2013, we wanted to make you aware of the request 

in case you’re planning a special photo of your 

buddies this holiday season. All details of the shot 

are up to you, location, styling, holding a sign with 

your Local Club name, etc. 
  

To submit, please email a JPEG or TIF file of your 

picture to info@kocevents.com. Please name the file 

using your Local Club Name and image number (ex. 

<Your Local Club Name> #1). We’re expecting to 

receive a lot of emails, and ask that you submit no 

more than 2 images per club. Oh and…’Cheese!’ 
 

 

Special Bonus Point Offers for KOC Members 
 

Time is almost up. Be sure to renew your 2012 KOC 

membership today to receive your 2012 Membership 

Ornaments! And when you renew, if you are a 

Crown Rewards member, you’ll get 250 Bonus 

Points (U.S. only).  

 
Ornament Artist Update: Nina Aubé is the artist credited on 

the back of the The Cheshire Cat limited quantity ornament 

box, sold at Ornament Debut, however this was a misprint. 

The creator of this wonderful ornament is Anita Marra 

Rogers.  
 

Send Local Club or retail sponsor updates, questions, 

suggestions, newsletters or information about the activities or 

service projects you’re doing to:  
 

Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club 

Local Club Program 

PO Box 419580, MD #166 

Kansas City, MO  64141 
 

Please include your contact name, address, e-mail address, 

and phone number on all correspondence.  Local Clubs are 

welcome to reproduce all articles in this newsletter with 

credit to the Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club.              © 

2012 KOC.  

mailto:info@kocevents.com

