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The Keepsake Studio Artists Are  
Coming to a City Near You! 

 
Beginning this month, some of the most beloved 
Keepsake Studio artists will be appearing at Hallmark 
Gold Crown stores in 16 different cities across the 
country. At these events, you will have the 
opportunity to meet a Keepsake artist, purchase 
Santa’s Armoire, the exclusive event piece—which 
all of the Studio artists worked on—and have an 
opportunity to win an exclusive repainted ornament. 
For a complete list of the signing events and 
addresses, go to kocmembers.com and click on 
“Events.”      
 

Final Two In-Store Signing Events  
Announced  

 
There were quite a few new 2010 local clubs that 
submitted entries to win an in-store signing event. We 
are excited to announce the winners at this time! 
 
Whidbey’s Awesome Collectors of Crown 
Ornaments, McBride’s Hallmark, Oak Harbor, WA  
 
The Rocky Mountain Ornament Club, Amy’s 
Hallmark #475, Littleton, CO 
 
These two in-store signing events will be held on 
Saturday, October 16. Katrina Bricker will be the 
artist signing at the Amy’s store in Littleton, Colo. 
And Terri Steiger will be the artist signing at the 
McBride’s store in Oak Harbor, Wash. 
 

2011 KOC Event 
 

Plans are underway for next year’s KOC event. The 
event will be held on August 5-6, 2011, at the Hyatt 
Regency Crown Center Hotel in Kansas City, Mo. All 
activities during the event will be held at the Hyatt 
Regency.   
 
A limited number of rooms will be available for a 
discounted rate at the Hyatt Regency Hotel as well as 
the Westin Crown Center Hotel.  Reserve your rooms 
early and mention the Hallmark Keepsake Ornament 
Club to get the discounted rate. Hyatt reservation 
line: (888) 421-1442, Westin reservation line: (888) 
627-8538. 

 
 
 
Event registration will begin in 2011. Watch for 
more news and information in the events section 
of KOCmembers.com and in upcoming issues of 
For Keeps and Collectively Speaking. We can’t 
wait to see you there! 
 

Winners of the Keepsake Designed Gift 
Cards 

 
Thanks for all the great submissions! The 
question: In this year’s KOC exclusive Dream 
Book, on page two, there is a Christmas tree 
made of Keepsake Ornaments. Which two 
ornaments featured on this tree are not pictured 
in full detail in the Dream Book? 
 
The Answer: 
Jingle The Husky Pup and  
60 Years of “Suite-ness”—The Peanuts Gang. 
 
Both of these ornaments will be available 
beginning at Holiday Open House, Nov. 6-7, at 
your local Hallmark Gold Crown store. 
 
We received hundreds of submissions. Here are 
the five winning clubs: 
 

� Caste Village Collectors Club 
Pittsburgh, PA  
� Cindy’s Collector Club 
Gresham, OR 
� Country Mousekeepers 
Overland Park, KS 
� Patti’s Sunshine Memories Club 
San Diego, CA 
� Timely Treasures 
Danville, VA   

 
Each winning club will receive ten $10 
Keepsake designed gift cards. Enjoy! 
  

Special Repainted  
Members-Only Ornament 

 
This year, we are excited to offer every Club 
member the opportunity to purchase a member 
exclusive ornament. We’re offering a limited 



quantity repaint of the first-in-series Frosty Fun 
Decade ornament, sculpted by Tammy Haddix. This 
ornament can be ordered by calling 1-800-Hallmark 
or by completing the 2010 renewal application. The 
price of this ornament is $14.90. There is a limit of 
one ornament per membership.   
 

The People Behind Our Products 
John Wagner, Hallmark Master Artist 

 

We love sharing stories about some of the beloved 
Hallmark artists and writers—and one such artist is 
John Wagner. John has been a Hallmark artist since 
1970, but it was the birth of the humorous Shoebox 
Greetings (a tiny little division of Hallmark) in 1986 
that added a new dimension to John’s professional 
life. Shoebox’s cheeky comic style unleashed his 
talents, and he created Maxine—that cranky old lady 
who says whatever pops into her head. Millions of 
Americans have identified with the crabby, irreverent  
Hallmark character that lambastes everything from 
holidays to aging (maybe because she represents what 
we’re thinking but are too polite to say out loud). 

Whether it’s the humdrum of everyday life or the 
notion of aging, Maxine can find a reason to grumble. 
“I’d like to try day trading,” she says. “I’d start by 
trading Mondays for Saturdays.” Or she might tease, 
“You’re a year older?...Want me to moon the 
birthday fairy for you?” Nothing is sacred to Maxine. 
She’s not your typical warm-and-fuzzy greeting-card 
character. The only thing warm and fuzzy about 
Maxine is her bunny slippers—and her dog, Floyd! 
 
John says the inspirations behind Maxine are his 
mother, his aunts and his grandmother, the woman 
who took him to art classes when he was a child. John 
remembers that even when he doodled as a 
preschooler, both his grandmother and his mother 
encouraged his artistic interests. He eventually 
attended the Vesper George School of Art in Boston 
and landed at Hallmark as part of a new artists group. 
 
“Cartoonists are sensitive to the insanities of the 
world; we just try to humanize them,” John says. “If 
Maxine can get a laugh out of someone who feels 
lonely or someone who is getting older and hates the 
thought of another birthday, or if she can make 
someone chuckle about stressful relationships, then 
I’m happy. Putting a smile on someone’s face is what 
it’s all about.” 
 
Why the name “Maxine”? “People at Shoebox started 
referring to the character as ‘John Wagner’s old 
lady,’ and I knew that would get me into trouble with 

my wife,” John says.  
 
The Shoebox team had a contest among 
themselves to name the character, and three of 
the approximately 30 entries suggested 
“Maxine.” John says the name is perfect. 
 
John, who says he’s humbled by such 
acceptance of Maxine, admits he’s proud of her. 
And he’s looking forward to her 25th anniversary 
in 2011, which will be celebrated with a special 
ornament planned for the KOC event in August. 

 
Local Club of the Month—Call for Entries 

 
We love hearing about the creative activities and 
community service projects that our local clubs 
participate in every year. That's why this year—
The Year of the Local Club—we’re getting to 
know Keepsake Ornament local clubs even 
better by spotlighting one local club on our 
website every month. To enter your local club 
for the Local Club of the Month: 
 
1) Tell us about your local club in a one-page 

letter. Include your 2010 plans and anything 
new, different or exciting that you are doing 
this year. 

2) Send us at least one photo of your local club. 
Photo(s) must be no less than 7" x 5" at 150 
ppi for the resolution. Images will be 
cropped slightly, so please leave extra space 
around the edges. Please make sure one 
photo of your local club is horizontal.   

3) E-mail your letter and photo to 
kocmembers@hallmark.com and type Local 
Club Feature in the subject line. 

 

Send local club or retail sponsor updates, 
suggestions, questions and newsletters to:  
 

Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club 
Local Club Program 

PO Box 419580, MD #166 
Kansas City, MO  64141 

 
Please include your contact name, address, e-
mail address and phone number on all 
correspondence. Local Clubs are welcome to 
reproduce all articles in this newsletter with 
credit to the Hallmark Keepsake Ornament 
Club.      © 2010 KOC.   


