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KOC Event—“Memories for the Making”  

August 7-8, 2009 
 

We enjoyed seeing so many of you at the “Memories for the 
Making” KOC event in August. Your enthusiasm and 
excitement were contagious! Be sure to check out 
www.kocevents.com to view event photos. Here are a few 
highlights from the event: 

 
Event Attendance: We had almost 1,800 KOC members 
attend the event, and over 1,300 members attended the Local 
Club dinner on Friday evening. 
 
Event Exclusive Product: Thank you for supporting our 
decision not to sell the event exclusive product after the 
event. And thank you to all of you who came through the 
shop a second time on Saturday to purchase more products. 
During the event, Father Christmas and Snow Buddies sold 
out. And by the end of the day on Saturday, we had just a few 
units left of the other products.  
 
Auction for Susan G. Komen: Another great success! The 
silent and live auctions together raised almost $28,000 for 
Susan G. Komen. The highest bid during the live auction was 
$2,000 on two different pieces.  
 
The Kansas City Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure:   
The race was held on Sunday, August 9. Fourteen event 
attendees woke up early Sunday morning to participate in this 
race. The Hallmark Collectors Team raised $2,305 in pledges 
from friends, relatives and local clubs, including COOL, 
Yuleloggers, All Season Collectors and Hooked on 
Ornaments. The Hallmark Collectors Team included 
MaryAnn Fritz (team captain), Claudia Bowman, Heather 
Michele Brown, Ian Brown, Monica Michele Brown, Chris 
Dean, Teresa Duffek, Laura Kircher, Mary Jane Laing, Linda 
Mineni, M. Melissa “Missy” Morgan, Donna Schweiger, 
Karen Waid and Lori Woodbury. Team members were from 
California, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, 
Wisconsin, Australia and Kuwait! Way to go, team!   
 
Photo Decorating Contest Winners: We received over 350 
entries for the photo decorating contest. Here are the winners: 
 
∞ Cheryl Ahlborn—Patriotic Tree 
∞ Alma Atha—Headboard Garland 
∞ Patty Aquilera—Spring Tree 
∞ Eileen Bickerstaff—North Pole 
∞ Barbara Byrd—Cool Decade 
∞ Carol Dech—Frosty Hollow Resort  
 

 
∞ Karen Holthe—White Trees 
∞ Stephen Legrand—Clock Wreath 
∞ Ann McMullen—Rocking Horse 
∞ Robert McMullen—Hub Cap Wreath 
∞ Elaine Obert—Houses and Shops 
∞ Diana St. James—Snowman Wreath 
∞ Herbert Schweiger—Coco-Cola Wreath 
∞ Jackye Stanfield—Bicycle 
∞ Lois Soucy—Kitchen Display 
 
Talent Search Winners: We received more than 80 
videos from Local Clubs around the country. Included in 
your Local Club ornament shipment is a DVD of the six 
winning videos. We hope you enjoy watching them as 
much as we did! Here are the winners: 
∞ Timely Treasures Club from Danville, VA—

Ornament Story. 
∞ Quilt City Hallmark Keepsakers from Paducah, 

KY—Night Before Christmas. 
∞ Ho Ho Club of Orange County, CA—Wheel of 

Fortune.  
∞ Almost Angels from Shawnee, KS—Angels Gather 

Here 
∞ Just Us Close Knit Friends from Lacanada, CA—

Addiction 9-1-1. 
∞ Gateway Collectors Guild from St. Louis, MO—

Mamma Hallmark. 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended the event. It is your 
presence at these events that makes them so special. 
 

2010 Local Club Roster 
 
It’s that time of year again—time to complete the annual 
Local Club roster. This information is requested on an 
annual basis and is required for all Local Clubs. The 
2010 membership roster is included in the Local Club 
ornament shipment. The roster is due back to us by 
January 31, 2010.  
 

Renew Your 2009 KOC Membership Today 
 
There’s not much time left to renew your 2009 KOC 
membership! Renewing is easy. Just fill out the KOC 
renewal form on www.kocmembers.com or in the back 
of this year’s Dream Book. Then send it to us by mail, 
by fax at 1-800-200-3400 or call us at 1-800-
HALLMARK. Your renewal must be postmarked by 
December 31, 2009 in order for your membership to 
continue.   



 
Local Club Update 

Central Florida Friendship Line 
By Eileen Bickerstaff, Vice President 

 
Can you imagine what a group of people, ages 19 to 84, might 
have in common that would make them want to get together 
every month? Central Florida Friendship Line has been in 
existence since 1993, and all of us share a common love of 
collecting Hallmark ornaments. Our club name and pin are 
based on the adorable 1992 Hallmark ornament “Friendship 
Line.” Our club President is also a member of the online 
C.O.O.L. and YuleLoggers Collector Clubs. She is an expert 
at keeping us informed, guiding our philanthropic mission 
and making sure we continue to have fun! 
 
We have three wonderful sponsor stores, all under the 
ownership of Greg Manning. Each of our sponsor stores has 
wonderful management and a supportive staff who make sure 
we are in the loop about everything “Hallmark.” They are 
also incredibly generous in their donations of items for our 
monthly raffles. 
 
Our members are very dedicated to the club, each other and 
our community. At each monthly meeting, we have almost 
100% attendance. Club members take turns hosting the 
meetings at their homes; we always enjoy their delicious 
meals and beautiful decorations. Our members buy hundreds 
of raffles tickets each year, making it possible for the club to 
fulfill the year-round needs of a local shelter (Outreach 
Rescue Mission). Some of our donations include:   
 
∞ Valentine’s cards for the children to take to school. 
∞ Easter baskets for the kids and spring treats for the moms. 
∞ Gift bags full of necessities for the moms on Mother’s 

Day. 
∞ Back-to-school supplies. 
∞ Trick-or-treat candy for all shelter residents. 
∞ Gifts from the children’s Christmas wish lists as well as a 

gift card for each of the moms. 
 
One club member (our shelter liaison) also provides us with a 
monthly list of the residents’ most urgent needs. Members 
bring these items to donate at each meeting, as well as gently 
used clothes and household items.  
 
Another fun project we accomplished this year was 
supporting U.S. soldiers in Iraq. Twice, we sent care packages 
filled with medications, books, CDs, DVDs, snacks, batteries 
and other necessities.  
 
Other past projects have included decorating and donating a 
tree and themed holiday scenes for the Festival of Trees, a 
local event to support the arts. We also raised funds for a boy 
in our community who was very sick. 

 
Of course, we also support our sponsor stores by 
assisting them at all of the major Hallmark ornament 
events, such as Ornament Premiere and Holiday Open 
House. Members dress in their club shirts and greet other 
collectors (new friends we just haven’t met yet!) to 
promote new membership; we also keep shelves stocked 
with ornaments and answer questions about Hallmark 
products. 
 
Our members enjoy taking a break from our 
philanthropic and community activities for some light-
hearted fun. Several years ago, we began playing a gift-
swap game at our December holiday meeting called 
“Dirty Santa.” Everyone brings a wrapped gift (with a 
set price limit), and we draw numbers to determine who 
goes first, second, etc. When it’s your turn, you get to 
either choose a wrapped gift or steal one that has already 
been opened. Before long, we added another game at 
Easter (“Funny Bunny”), then Valentine’s Day (“Stupid 
Cupid”), Halloween (“Switchy Witchy”) and even 
during summer (“Summer Sizzle”). Thinking we had 
gone too far, we recently voted to see if club members 
wanted to cut back on the amount of games we were 
playing, which was unanimously voted down. Having 
fun together all year is one of our favorite activities. 
 
We always end the year with a full day of camaraderie 
and holiday fun. Club members participate in our 
Annual Holiday Tour of Homes, beginning with 
breakfast at the first home. We thoroughly enjoy 
admiring each other’s Christmas decorating styles along 
the tour route. At the last stop, our hostess spoils us 
rotten with Christmas cheer and a wonderful holiday 
meal, bringing a sweet end to a beautiful year of 
friendship. 
 
This is just another great example of how local clubs 
make a real difference in communities all over our 
country. Way to go, Central Florida Friendship Line!   
 

We Want to Hear from You! 
 

We love to hear what your Local Club is doing. Send us 
your Local Club newsletters, or retail sponsor updates, 
suggestions, questions or other items to:  

Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club 
Local Club Program 

PO Box 419580, MD #166 
Kansas City, MO  64141 

Please include your contact name, address, e-mail 
address and phone number on all correspondence.  
Local Clubs are welcome to reproduce all articles in this 
newsletter with credit to the Hallmark Keepsake 
Ornament Club.      © 2009 KOC.   


