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The Keepsake Studio Artists Are  

Coming to a City near You! 
 
Next month, some of the most beloved Keepsake 
Studio Artists will be appearing at Hallmark Gold 
Crown Stores in 20 different cities across the country.  
At these events, you will have the opportunity to meet 
a Keepsake artist, purchase an exclusive event piece --
which many of the studio artists worked on -- and 
purchase a coordinating lapel pin.  For a complete list 
of the signing events, go to www.kocmembers.com and 
click on “Events”.   
 
We know you are excited about these events.  Here are 
a few reminders to help you plan for a memorable time.   
 
∞ On each Saturday during the month of September, 

the signing times will be 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

∞ The event exclusive ornament, The Little Window 
Shoppers ornament ($28.00) and the coordinating 
Lapel Pin ($7.50) are only available during these 
events.   

∞ There is a limit of three signatures per person per 
turn in line.  (You can always get back in line for 
additional signings.)   

∞ Be sure to have your ornaments unpackaged prior 
to getting to the front of the signing line, as this 
helps keep the signing line moving. 

 
We look forward to seeing all of you in September! 
 

Halloween Keepsake Ornaments 
 
Beginning in September, you’ll find some instantly 
recognizable characters from PEANUTS, Scooby-Doo, 
and the Nightmare Before Christmas at your local 
Hallmark Gold Crown store.  This year’s Halloween 
Keepsakes offering features a variety of products:  
three ornament sets, a display stand, and a Halloween 
photo holder that also holds your favorite Keepsake 
Ornament.  The PEANUTS Gang ornament set, the  
 
 

 
Scooby-Doo ornament set, and the Nightmare Before 
Christmas ornament set range in price from $15.00- 
$18.50.  Be sure to stop by your local Hallmark Gold 
Crown store to purchase these unique Halloween 
Keepsake ornaments.   
 

Top Selling Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments  
During Ornament Premiere Weekend 

 
The results are in from Ornament Premiere . . . and the 
following Keepsake Ornaments were top unit sellers: 
 
1)  Trimming the Tree (1st in series) 
2)  Cool Decade (9th in series)   
3)  LIONEL New York Central (13th in series) 
4)  Snow Buddies (11th in series) 
5)  Winter Fun with Snoopy (11th in series) 
6)  Lily Fairy Messengers (4th in series) 
7)  Louie D. Lightly (4th in series) 
8)  Rosemary Mary’s Angels (21st in series) 
9)  Frosty Friends (29th in series) 
10)  Patriotic Pals Snoopy (11th in series) 
 

Start Thinking about a Bob Byerley 
Print for Christmas 2008 

 
In a historic first, “The Magic from Year to Year” by 
Bob Byerley will be offered exclusively to Keepsake 
Ornament Club members.  This marks the first time that 
Byerley has incorporated Keepsake ornaments into one 
of his creations.  This painting celebrates the magic of 
Christmas as seen through the eyes and brush of Bob 
Byerley.  Byerley Studio will release the image as an 
original for sale, giclee on canvas, giclee on paper, and 
open edition fine art prints.  All canvas and paper 
reproductions will be produced by Byerley Studio in the 
same process that you have come to know as being of 
the highest quality standards.  These editions will be 
available to order for a limited time between October 1st 
and December 20th, 2008.  We hope you will take 
advantage of this remarkable offer.  More information 
on how to order these editions will be coming in the next 
issue of For Keeps as well as on www.kocmembers.com.   

 
 



2009 KOC Event Hotel Update 
 
We are working hard on the 2009 events and pulling all 
of the details together for you.  If you haven’t had a 
chance to reserve a hotel room, we have an update for 
you.  Our block of hotel rooms at the Westin Crown 
Center is full, but rooms may still be available at the 
current hotel rate.  Additionally, there is a limited block 
of rooms at the Hyatt Regency Crown Center.  The 
Hyatt Regency is connected to the Westin Crown 
Center by a walkway and is about a 10-15 minute walk.  
To make a reservation at the Hyatt, please call 1-800-
233-1234.  You must mention the Keepsake Ornament 
Club for the special rate of $118/night for Aug. 6-8, 
2009.   
 

Light String Adapter 
 
Do you struggle every year with getting your magic 
ornaments plugged in to your Christmas lights?  If so, 
stop by your local Hallmark Gold Crown store and pick 
up the Light String Adapter (it’s only $1.50).  This 
little adapter helps connect your Keepsake magic 
ornaments to a wider variety of light strings.      
 

Local Club Update 
San Antonio Tree Trimmers Celebrate 20 Years 

From Nelson Harborth, Club President 
 
In the summer of 1988, a few Hallmark ornament 
collectors met to determine if there was enough interest 
to start a local collectors club in San Antonio, Texas.  
From that small informal gathering of 12 people it was 
determined that a club should be formed.  By the 
second meeting the club name was decided and 
registered with Hallmark.  Carolyn Bilhartz was the 
first President and The Forget Me Not Hallmark stores 
sponsored the club.  Today they have 72 members, 
with 7 active charter members; including Carolyn. 
  
The San Antonio Tree Trimmers recently celebrated 
their 20th anniversary with a fabulous affair.  Their 
celebration had lots of door prizes, Hallmark Bingo, a 
raffle for signed Hallmark Ornaments and delicious 
food.  This celebration affirmed that Hallmark 
collectors are a generous and fun loving group.  One 
member summed it up by saying that the two greatest 
days in a Hallmarker's life are Ornament Premiere and 
December 26th (for the sales) but this party ranked 
right up there! 
 
The San Antonio Tree Trimmers enjoy a bi-monthly 
newsletter, five meetings, a Christmas Party, and a 
secondary market show each year.   

In addition, like so many local clubs, this club supports 
many local and national charity events.  Every 
December, the San Antonio Tree Trimmers volunteer at 
the Salvation Army’s Toy Warehouse filling bags with 
Christmas presents for over 6,000 families.  They also 
donate money from their Christmas party “money tree” 
to the San Antonio Food Bank and the Salvation Army.  
The San Antonio Tree Trimmers recently purchased 
disposable cell phones for use by burn victims from Iraq 
and Afghanistan who were being treated at Brooks Army 
Medical Center (BAMC). (They have to use disposable 
cell phones to prevent spreading infections between 
patients.)  The club donated laundry detergent for the 
Fisher Houses -- where families stay while their loved 
one is receiving treatment at BAMC.  The San Antonio 
Tree Trimmers also donated money and school supplies 
to the “Stuff the Bus Charity Project.”  And every year 
for the past couple of years, members of their club have 
participated in the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure 
5K run.   
 
This is just another great example of how local clubs 
make a real difference in communities all over our 
country.  Way to go San Antonio Tree Trimmers!   
 

Local Club Fall Mailing  
Coming Soon 

 
Fall is just around the corner and that means its time for 
the second local club mailing for 2008.  In mid-October, 
we will start processing and shipping the local club 
exclusive ornament, the miniature Canada Santas From 
Around the World.  This shipment will be sent to your 
Gold Crown Store Sponsor (or your club president if you 
don’t have a store sponsor.)  Along with this mailing 
you’ll receive the 2009 annual membership roster.  
Please note, for 2009, you will need to include each 
members KOC membership number on the roster.  The 
2009 Local Club exclusive ornament is intended for 
Local Club members who are members of the KOC.  
The 2009 membership roster will be due back to us by 
January 31st, 2009.   
 

Renew Your 2008 KOC Membership Today 
 
If you have not renewed your 2008 KOC membership 
yet, it’s time to do so!  Renewing is easy.  Just fill out 
the KOC renewal form on www.kocmembers.com or the 
one located in the back of this year’s Dream Book.  Then 
send it to us by mail, by fax at 1-800-200-3400 or call us 
at 1-800-HALLMARK.  Be sure to renew your 
membership no later than September 1st to ensure that 
you have your 2008 membership card in time for 
Ornament Debut.  You’ll need your membership card to 



purchase the Club-exclusive, Cool Yule Record Player 
ornament.  This ornament will only be available at your 
local Hallmark Gold Crown Store during Ornament 
Debut weekend, Oct. 11th and 12th, 2008.  
 

Not Getting KOC e-mails? 
 

If you would like to receive KOC exclusive e-mails 
(which may contain additional bonus point offers), be 
sure to visit the KOC members-only website and give 
us your current e-mail address.  Here’s how to do it: 
 

1) Go to www.kocmembers.com 
2) Enter your KOC membership number and Zip 

Code and click “Sign In” 
3) Scroll to the bottom of the KOC homepage, 

and submit your e-mail address. 
 
 

We Want to Hear from You! 
 
Send Local Club or retail sponsor updates, suggestions, 
questions, newsletters or other items to:  
 

Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club 
Local Club Program 

PO Box 419580, MD #207 
Kansas City, MO  64141 

 
Please include your contact name, address, e-mail 
address, and phone number on all correspondence.  
Local Clubs are welcome to reproduce all articles in 
this newsletter with credit to the Hallmark Keepsake 
Ornament Club.      © 2008 KOC.   


